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CHOOSING A “VOLUNTEER”

EENIE MEENIE (Animals):

(Point at a different student for each word.  “MO” is your man.)

Eenie meenie miney mo

Catch a tiger by his toe

If he hollers, let him go

Eenie meenie miney MO!

POTATOES (Veggies):

(They put their fists out flat side up, and each number requires another person to put their fist on the top of the pile o' fists.  Decide what to do from there as far as choosing who is it – the person with the fist on the bottom/top, etc.  Not all that effective in choosing someone, but the rhyme is cute and the kids enjoy it.)

One potato, two potato, three potato, four.

Five potato, six potato, seven potato, more!

BOBO SEE OTTEN TOTTEN (Numbers):

(This song is played in a circle and they send a hand slap around the circle as fast as they want.  At the end, the last person to have their hand slapped is “it.”  In the original game, the last person slapped on 8 is out, and the circle gets smaller.  That last two players left have a game where they hold opposite hands and move the hands back and forth and whoever ends up with their arms crossed at the end loses.  However, for teaching persons, let the “it” person answer a question and then join back in the game.) 

Bo Bo See Otten Totten

Eh Eh Say Boom Boom Boom Boom

Itty Bitty Otten Totten

Bo Bo See Otten Totten

Bo Bo See Otten Totten

BOOM!

1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8!

Variations: 

1) substitute the second line's  “boom boom boom boom” and the entire fifth line for “boys are rotten.”

2) count to a different number based on a drawn card or rolled die.

*Hand slap – your right hand goes on top of the person to your right's hand, your left hand goes beneath the person to your left's hand.  When your hand gets slapped, you slap the hand of the person on your left and they continue it around the circle.  

MICKEY MOUSE (Numbers):

Mickey Mouse built a house,

How many bricks did he use?

(Let someone pick a number and count to it)

*Use the hand slap circle (see Bo Bo for directions) and whoever lands on the chosen number then starts the next round of slaps.  Can substitute bricks for other objects – trees, workers, rocks, etc.

BUBBLEGUM BUBBLEGUM (Numbers)

(Everyone's feet are in the circle.  Say the rhyme while pointing at a shoe for each syllable. <Ex/first two lines have a total of 17 syllables>  The shoe pointed at on “toe” is out, and the circle gets smaller.  For teaching purposes, the “toe” person can be the volunteer and the game can continue if multiple volunteers need to be chosen.) 

Bubblegum, bubblegum in a dish,

How many pieces do you wish?

(Person's foot being pointed at on “wish” picks a number, and you count to that number)

And you are not it

with a dirty, dirty dishrag

on your big fat toe!

ICKA BICKA (You): 

(Same directions as Eenie Meenie)

Icka bicka soda cracker

Icka bicka boo;

Icka bicka soda cracker

Out goes Y-O-U

[NON-SONG OPTIONS]

1-2-3. NOT IT! 

One person says, “Not it!”  The last person to repeat with, “Not it!” loses.   This can be done with actions – put your hands in the middle (group cheer style) and the last person to take out their hand while saying, “Not it!” loses.  It can also be done with hands on your head or some target vocab (touch the book), and the last person to do the action is “it”.    

SPIN AROUND BLIND AND POINT

Juvenile it maybe, but it works. 

DICE BY LINE

Buy one of those felt dice from your nearest 100 yen shop.  Roll the die and have the kids shout out the number.  That is the row the volunteer will be chosen from.  Roll again and that is the person within the row.  Make sure to have the kids shout out the letter.  Let the chosen person roll the die for the next row.

COIN TOSS

Not original? It can be here in the land of Jankin, especially if you use a foreign coin.

CRISS CROSS

This game is easily found in a million different ALT resources, including http://www.genkienglish.net.

COUNT TO THIRTEEN

Thirteenth person is “it”.  Bring a new superstition to Japan.  Can also do with the Alphabet and have Z be the unlucky number.  Also, there is a game on Genki English (numbers game) that uses counting to 8, but you can play this game and when someone gets out, have them answer a target question before continuing on with the game.

JANKEN (ROCK, PAPER, SCISSORS)

Obviously.  But also use action janken to choose a volunteer by choosing different motions.  I do this by having them play against me and whoever has the same as me is out.  Last one standing is the winner.  This is assuming volunteering is a reward ;)  It can be easy or difficult.  Ex/ good/bad/ok  or raining/windy/hot, etc.  Let the kids choose the actions for the vocabulary because the things they come up with are pretty creative! 

FRUIT BASKET

Instructions can be found in any number of ALT resources, including http://www.genkienglish.net.  It usually requires preparing cards ahead of time, which can be difficult if you don’t know the size of your class.  However, it works really well if you use a pack of cards and review numbers, or if you cut up origami paper and review colors.  

THROW A BALL

It's as simple as it sounds.  Person who catches it is your volunteer.  Then they can throw (gently) to the next guy.

SONGS BY THEME:

*Some may require obtaining the original song

HELLO

Hello Song

Hello, Hello, Hello, Hello

*Get lower and lower (vocally and physically) with each hello

We are glad to meet you

*Shake hands with a designated partner.  Or, don't designate  

We are glad to greet you

  a partner and have them find multiple people to shake hands  

Hello, Hello, Hello, Hello

  with over the course of the middle two lines.  




“Hello, I Love You” - The Doors  

Original Chorus: 





My Version:

Hello, I love you





Hello, I love you
Wont you tell me your name? 



(Please) tell me what is your name?
Hello, I love you





 (walk to someone and ask name)


Let me jump in your game





(repeat above 4X's)
Hello, I love you






Wont you tell me your name? 



Hello (hello), Hello (hello)  

Hello, I love you





Hello (hello), Hello (hello)
Let me jump in your game




HELLO! 

Hello, hello, hello, hello, hello, hello, hello

           *Kids sing the () hello's. (Please) is optional.


*Tip: If you have the energy, head bang and party scream the hellos at the end of the song. 

*Works best with a microphone, and when accompanied by a funky walk.
 




Hello Cheer

Gimme an “H”. 

Gimme an “E”.

Gimme a double “L” - “O”.

What does that spell? 

HELLO!!

Tell Me How To Get Down Cheer

Class: Hey, ___X___?

    X  : Hey what? 

Class: Hey, __X__?  

    X  : Hey what?? 

Class: Tell me how to get down!

    X  : No way!

Class: Tell me how to get down!

    X  : Okay.  D-O-W-N.  That's the way to get down! (Action – get lower as the word is spelled)

GOOD-BYE

See You Later Alligator – Bill Haley and the Comets

Well I saw my baby walkin',

With another man today,

Well I saw my baby walkin'

With another man today.

When I asked her "What's the matter?"

This is what I heard her say.

Chorus:

See you later alligator,

After 'while, crocodile.

See you later alligator,

After 'while, crocodile.

Can't you see you're in my way now?

Don't you know you cramp my style?

When I thought of what she told me,

Nearly made me lose my head,

When I thought of what she told me,

Nearly made me lose my head.

But the next time that I saw her,

Reminded her of what she said.

Repeat Chorus

ABC'S

“ABC's” - Jackson 5

Chorus:
J5: abc
Michael: easy as...
J5: 123
Michael: or simple as...
J5: do re mi
Michael: abc, 123, baby, you and me girl!
J5: abc
Michael: easy as...
J5: 123
Michael: or simple as...
J5: do re mi
Michael: abc, 123, baby, you and me!


*Make cue cards for abc, 123, do-re-mi.   Either divide into two groups and have them sing together, or you be Michael while they are J5.

A is for Apple

A is for Apple

A is for Apple, B is for Banana

A is for Apple, B is for Banana, C is for Cake

A is for Apple, B is for Banana, C is for Cake, etc.

*You can go around the class and each person has to add a letter/object pair on.  However, many letters will probably be too hard for them to think of a word and remembering all the words will also be hard. 

*Option 2: Give the kids each a piece of paper and their letter before hand and have them choose their word and draw it.  Then play this game with them showing their pictures as memory cues.  

*Option 3:  Pre-make pictures yourself that follow a chosen theme.  My teachers asked me to do a lesson  pairing letters with objects, so used animal pictures and it went well. Hint: Q = Queen Bee 

Numbers

Ten in a Bed

There were ten in the bed and the little one said, “Roll over, roll over.”

So they all rolled over and one fell off....

There were nine in the bed and the little one said, “Roll over, roll over.”

So they all rolled over and one fell off...

(8,7,6,5,4,3,2 in the bed...) 

And then there was one.  Ahh, “That's better.”  (Sighs and stretches out)

*Try acting this one out with the younger kids.  Rolling a die or picking a card to choose their number can add to the fun. 

The Ants Go Marching

The ants go marching one by one, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching one by one, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching one by one,
The little one stops to suck his thumb
And they all go marching down to the ground
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!

Two by two – the little one stops to tie his shoe
Three by three - the little one stops to climb a tree

Four by four – the little one stops to shut the door

Five by five – the little one stops to take a dive

Six by six – the little one stops to pick up sticks

Seven by seven – the little one stops to pray to heaven
Eight by eight – the little one stops to shut the gate
Nine by nine – the little one stops to check the time

The ants go marching ten by ten, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching ten by ten, hurrah, hurrah
The ants go marching ten by ten,
The little one stops to say "THE END"
And they all go marching down to the ground
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 

*This is great for acting out.  Especially when combining it with a directions lesson.  You can practice marching and lots of vocab – forward/backward, stop, go, turn left, turn right, go straight, etc.  

One, Two, Buckle My Shoe

One, two, buckle my shoe

Three, four, shut the door

Five, six, pick up sticks, 

Seven, eight, lay them straight

Nine, ten, a big fat hen!

TIME

Rock Around the Clock - Bill Haley and the Comets

One, two, three o'clock, four o'clock, rock, 
Five, six, seven o'clock, eight o'clock, rock, 
Nine, ten, eleven o'clock, twelve o'clock, rock, 
We're gonna rock around the clock tonight. 

Put your glad rags on and join me, hon, 
We'll have some fun when the clock strikes one, 
We're gonna rock around the clock tonight, 
We're gonna rock, rock, rock, 'til broad daylight. 
We're gonna rock, gonna rock, around the clock tonight. 

When the clock strikes two, three and four, 
If the band slows down we'll yell for more, 
We're gonna rock around the clock tonight, 
We're gonna rock, rock, rock, 'til broad daylight. 
We're gonna rock, gonna rock, around the clock tonight. 

When the chimes ring five, six and seven, 
We'll be right in seventh heaven. 
We're gonna rock around the clock tonight, 
We're gonna rock, rock, rock, 'til broad daylight. 
We're gonna rock, gonna rock, around the clock tonight. 

When it's eight, nine, ten, eleven too, 
I'll be goin' strong and so will you. 
We're gonna rock around the clock tonight, 
We're gonna rock, rock, rock, 'til broad daylight. 
We're gonna rock, gonna rock, around the clock tonight. 

When the clock strikes twelve, we'll cool off then, 
Start a rockin' round the clock again. 
We're gonna rock around the clock tonight, 
We're gonna rock, rock, rock, 'til broad daylight. 
We're gonna rock, gonna rock, around the clock tonight. 

My Version: 

*I use this and have them clap on rock.  Helps them remember the o'clock part when learning time. 

One o'clock, two o'clock, three o'clock, ROCK!

Four o'clock, five o'clock, six o'clock, ROCK!

Seven o'clock, eight o'clock, nine o'clock, ROCK!
Ten o'clock, eleven o'clock, twelve o'clock, ROCK!

Brush Your Teeth

If you get up in the morning at a quarter to one
and you want to have a little fun, 
You brush your teeth ch ch ch ch, ch ch ch ch....

If you get up in the morning at a quarter to two 
and you want to find something to do, 
You brush your teeth ch ch ch ch, ch ch ch ch....

If you get up in the morning at a quarter to three 
and you want to hum a tweedle dee dee, 
You brush your teeth ch ch ch ch, ch ch ch ch....

If you get up in the morning at a quarter to four 
and you think you hear a knock at the door, 
You brush your teeth ch ch ch ch, ch ch ch ch....

If you get up in the morning at a quarter to five 
and you just can't wait to come alive,
You brush your teeth ch ch ch ch, ch ch ch ch....

*This song might also motivate kids to brush their teeth, and anyone who has seen Japanese teeth....

COLORS

Colors Of The World 



Original:



                My Version: 

Jesus Loves the Children of the World

          Colors of the World

Red and yellow, black and white, 


Red and yellow, black and white 

They are precious in his sight.


Pink and purple, blue and green, 

Jesus loves the children of the world.

_________ loves the colors of he world.

*Use a toy microphone or just point to someone to say their name.  This helps review colors and can also help review pronunciation.  

BODY PARTS

Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes. 

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes,  

And eyes and ears and a mouth and a nose. 

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes.  

*Optional Second verse: (courtesy of Nancy and John Cassidy)

Ankles, elbows, feet and seat, feet and seat.
Ankles, elbows, feet and seat, feet and seat,
And hair and hips and chin and cheeks.
Ankles, elbows, feet and seat, feet and seat. 

Hokey Pokey

You put your right hand in, 

You put your right hand out, 

You put your right hand in, 

And you shake it all about! 

You do the Hokey Pokey and you turn yourself around, 

That's what it's all about (clap this line to the beat)

2) left hand.  3) right foot.  4) left foot  5) right elbow.  6) left elbow.  

7) right side.  8) left side.  9) head in 10) back side.  11) front side.

 You do the hokey pokey!

 You do the hokey pokey! 

 You do the hokey pokey! 

 That's what it's all about. 

Do Your Ears Hang Low?

Do your eyes hang low? 

Do they wobble to and fro? 

Can you tie them in a knot? 

Can you tie them in a bow? 

Can you throw 'em o'er your shoulder,

Like a  continental soldier?

Do your ears hang low? 

*Since this is an action song, you may want to change continental soldier to something easier to act out and  understand.  Ex/  “like a rabbit or a hamster” or “like some scary kind of monster” or  “santa claus' plunder”.  I dunno I'm reaching.   Also there are additional verses that can be found online, such as at http://www.kididdles.com/lyrics/d006.html (3/2007). 

ACTION WORDS

If You're Happy and You Know It

If you're happy and you know it clap your hands

If you're happy and you know it clap your hands

If you're happy and you know it, then your face will surely show it

If you're happy and you know it, clap your hands!

(Repeat with stomp your feet, touch your toes, turn around, jump up and down, dance around, etc.) 

*I sing this a couple verses of this as my warm-up every time, and then use the last verse to teach target vocab or a greeting.  Ex/ If you're happy and you know it shout, “Good Morning!”

*You can also say, do all three/five/whatever!

Twist and Shout — The Beatles

Chorus:

Twist and Shout! (twist and shout)

Come on, come on, come on, baby now.   (come on baby)

Come on and work it on out (work it on out).  

Come on you sexy little girl (sexy little girl) 

Come on you look so fine.  

Yeah you got me going now. 

Now that I know that you're mine.  

Ah-ah-ah-ah.  Scream

I feel good.  

I knew that I would. 

I feel good.   

I knew that I would. 

So good. 

So fine. 

I got you, babe.  

Ah-ah-ah-ah-ah

Chorus

ANIMALS

Ten Little Monkeys

Ten little monkeys jumping on the bed.

One fell off and bumped his head.

Mamma called the doctor and the doctor said,

“No more monkeys jumping on the bed!”

Old MacDonald Had a Farm

Old Macdonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O
And on his farm he had a cow, E-I-E-I-O
With a "moo-moo" here and a "moo-moo" there
Here a "moo" there a "moo"
Everywhere a "moo-moo"
Old Macdonald had a cow, E-I-E-I-O

Old Macdonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O
And on his farm he had a pig, E-I-E-I-O
With an “oink-oink” here and an “oink-oink” there
Here an “oink” there an “oink”
Everywhere an “oink-oink”
Old Macdonald had a pig, E-I-E-I-O

Old Macdonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O
And on his farm he had a horse, E-I-E-I-O
With a "neigh, neigh" here and a "neigh, neigh" there
Here a "neigh" there a "neigh"
Everywhere a "neigh-neigh"
Old Macdonald had a horse, E-I-E-I-O

*Optional other verses include using frog (ribbit), mouse (squeak), sheep (baa), cricket (chirp), etc. 

The Bear Song 

1. The other day (echo: The other day)
I saw a bear (I saw a bear)
Out in the woods (Out in the woods)
A way out there (A way out there) 

Chorus:
The other day I saw a bear,
Out in the woods a way out there. 

2. He looked at me (He looked at me)
I looked at him. (I...)
He sized up me, 
I sized up him.


Repeat Chorus

3. He says to me, 
Why don't you run?
'For I see you ain't 
Got any gun? 

Repeat Chorus

4. And so I ran 
Away from there,
But right behind
Me was that bear! 

Repeat Chorus

5. Ahead of me
I see a tree.
A great big tree,
Oh GLORY BE!  
 *i prefer - “in front of me”

Repeat Chorus

6. The lowest branch 
Was 10 feet up.
I'd have to jump
And trust my luck. 

Repeat Chorus

7. And so I jumped 
Into the air
But I missed that branch
a way up there! 

Repeat Chorus

8. Now don't you fret
And don't you frown
'Cause I caught that branch
On the way back down! 

Repeat Chorus

9. There is no more.
This is the end
Unless I meet 
That bear again.

 *Continue using the echo function throughout. Good song because of all the repetition practice.  Fun to use actions with too.  

Two Little Birds

Traditional 1:

Two little birds, (Two thumbs up)
Sitting on a hill. 
One named Jack, (One thumb up)
One named Jill. (Other thumb up)
Fly away Jack, (One thumb behind you)
Fly away Jill. (Other thumb behind you)
Come back Jack, (One thumb up)
Come back Jill. (Other thumb up)

Version 2 (same hand motions):

Two little blackbirds sat on a hill,
One named Jack and one named Jill.
Fly away, Jack; fly away, Jill,
Come back, Jack; come back, Jill.
Two little blackbirds sat on a hill,
One named Jack and one named Jill.

Notes:  If using version 2, sing to the tune of the ABC's and repeat, replacing “black” with other colors.

INSECTS

The Itsy-Bitsy Spider

The itsy-bitsy spider

Climbed up the water spout.

Down came the rain 

And washed the spider out.

Out came the sun

And dried up all the rain.

And the itsy-bitsy spider

Climbed up the spout again.

Baby Bumble Bee 

I'm taking home a baby bumble bee, 
Won't my mommy be so proud of me, 
I'm taking home a baby bumble bee, 
Ouch, he stung me. 

I'm squashing up the baby bumble bee, 
Won't my mommy be so proud of me, 
I'm squashing up the baby bumble bee, 
Ugh, what a mess. 

I'm wiping off the baby bumble bee, 
Won't my mommy be so proud of me, 
I'm wiping off the baby bumble bee, 
Ugh, it’s all over me. 


*Works best when accompanied with actions.

FAMILY

He's Got the Whole World

He's got the whole world, in his hands, 

He's got the whole world, in his hands, 

He's got the whole world, in his hands, 

He's got the whole world, in his hands. 

He's got the brothers and the sisters, in his hands, 

He's got the brothers and the sisters, in his hands, 

He's got the brothers and the sisters, in his hands, 

He's got the whole world in his hands.

He's got the mommas and the papas, in his hands, 

He's got the mommas and the papas, in his hands, 

He's got the mommas and the papas, in his hands, 

He's got the whole world in his hands. 

Other verses:

He's got the grandmas and the grandpas,

He's got the students and the teachers,  (or other occupations)

He's got the old and the young,  (or other adjectives)

He's got the cars and the bikes,  (or other objects)

*This song can be sung changing He, She, or We if emphasizing pronoun practice.  To take away the religious connotation, it can be fun to use a picture of an anime character or something to represent he.  

Old School Rhyme:

My mother owns a bakery shop: Yummy, yummy (Rub tummy)
My father drives a garbage truck:  Yummy, yummy, pew (Hold nose),
My sister talks on the phone all day: Yummy, yummy, pew,  la de la de la de dew (Talk-talk-talk 
motion with your hands)
My brother is a cowboy: Yummy, yummy,  pew, la de la de la de dew, roll 'em up, stick 'em up, bang, 
bang, (roll hands, finger guns, shoot, shoot)
My auntie is an operator: yummy, yummy, pew, la de la de la de dew, roll 'em up, stick 
'em up, bang 
bang, your number please (hold nose to sound nasal). 
My uncle is a strangler: Yummy, yummy, pew, la de la de la de dew, roll 'em up, stick 
'em up, bang 
bang, your number please (hold nose to sound nasal), surprise each with a gentle, playful 
strangle.

*Haven't used this one yet and would probably change the last verse to “monster.”  I would teach each of the actions before singing the song, because the rhyme might be confusing since you repeat the past actions before learning the corresponding new action.  You could also teach a secondary motion for each occupation.  Ex/ My sister talks on the phone (make phone motion) all day or My father drives (steering wheel motion) a garbage truck.  This would probably work best if you had pictures/vocab cards of each relative (and the occupation if possible) to hold up as cues for the actions.

(See Barney Song 31)






FOOD

Plant A Watermelon Upon My Grave

Oh, plant a watermelon upon my grave
And let the juice (slurp slurp) seep through

Oh, plant a watermelon upon my grave
That's all I ask of you

“Now mama makes a chicken, and she makes it mighty fine
But it doesn't compare to my watermelon vine

Oh, plant a watermelon upon my grave 

And let the juice, (slurp slurp) seep through

That's what I'm telling you.

Repeat

*Tips: Replace watermelon with other fruits

*Replace “Now mama makes a chicken, and she makes it mighty fine” with: “Now I like broccoli and Pizza’s mighty fine”, and then substitute the underlined words.

*“Pie” can be used instead of “Vine” if pronunciation becomes a problem. 

Peanut, Peanut Butter

First you take the peanuts
And you crunch 'em,
You crunch 'em
First you take the peanuts
And you crunch 'em,
You crunch 'em

Chorus:
For your peanut, peanut butter
And jelly
Peanut, peanut butter
And jelly

Then you take the grapes
And you squish 'em,
You squish 'em
Then you take the grapes
And you squish 'em,
You squish 'em

Repeat Chorus


Then you take the bread
And you spread it,
You spread it
Then you take the bread
And you spread it,
You spread it
Repeat Chorus

Then you take your sandwich
And you eat it,
You eat it
Then you take your sandwich
And you eat it,
You eat it

'Cause its good, peanut butter
And jelly
Good, peanut butter
And jelly

First you take the peanuts
And you crunch 'em,
Then you take the grapes
And you squish 'em,
Then you take the bread
And you spread it,
Then you take your sandwich
And you eat it

'Cause its good, peanut butter
And jelly
Good, peanut butter
And jelly!

Apples and Bananas

I like to eat, eat, eat apples and bananas
I like to eat, eat, eat apples and bananas

I like to ate, ate, ate ay-ples and ba-nay-nays
I like to ate, ate, ate ay-ples and ba-nay-nays

I like to eat, eat, eat ee-ples and bee-nee-nees
I like to eat, eat, eat ee-ples and bee-nee-nees

I like to ite, ite, ite i-ples and by-ny-nys
I like to ite, ite, ite i-ples and by-ny-nys

I like to ote, ote, ote oh-ples and bo-no-nos
I like to ote, ote, ote oh-ples and bo-no-nos

I like to oot, oot, oot oo-ples and boo-noo-noos
I like to oot, oot, oot oo-ples and boo-noo-noos

*Good for Phonics Practice

I’m a Little Teapot

I'm a little teapot, short and stout
Here is my handle [one hand on hip], 

here is my spout [other arm out straight]
When I get all steamed up, hear me shout
Just tip me over and pour me out!
[as song ends, lean over and tip arm out like a spout]

I'm a clever teapot, yes it's true
Here's an example of what I can do 
I can change my handle to my spout [switch arm positions and repeat tipping motion]
Just tip me over and pour me out

FRIENDSHIP

You've Got a Friend in Me – Randy Newman (from Toy Story)

You've got a friend in me
You've got a friend in me
When the road looks rough ahead
And you're miles and miles
From your nice warm bed
You just remember what your old pal said
Boy, you've got a friend in me
Yeah, you've got a friend in me 

You've got a friend in me
You've got a friend in me
If you've got troubles, I've got 'em too
There isn't anything I wouldn't do for you
We stick together and can see it through
Cause you've got a friend in me
You've got a friend in me 

Some other folks might be
A little bit smarter than I am
Bigger and stronger too
Maybe
But none of them will ever love you
The way I do, it's me and you 

Boy, and as the years go by
Our friendship will never die
You're gonna see it's our destiny
You've got a friend in me
You've got a friend in me
You've got a friend in me 

See “You've Got a Friend” – James Taylor  (29-30)
TRANSPORTATION

Motorboat, Motorboat

Motorboat, motorboat, 

Goes so slow.  

Motorboat, motorboat, 

Step on the gas!

*Get in a circle to chant this song.  Recite slowly while slowly walking.  Speed up on “step on the gas,” and then repeat, this time starting a little faster.

The Wheels On the Bus

The wheels on the bus go round and round, 

round and round, round and round. 

The wheels on the bus go round and round, 

All the livelong day. 

The wipers on the bus go swish, swish, swish; 

swish, swish, swish; swish, swish, swish.

The wipers on the bus go swish, swish, swish, 

All the livelong day. 

The horn on the bus goes beep, beep, beep; 

beep, beep, beep; beep, beep, beep.

The horn on the bus goes beep, beep, beep, 

All the livelong day. 

*Do this with actions and make your own additional verses.  Ex/ children go lalala, babies go wawawa, mommas go no, no, no, rain goes plop,plop, plop,  etc.  

London Bridge

London bridge is falling down, 

falling down,   falling down.  

London bridge is falling down, 

My fair lady.  

Close the gates and lock her up, 

lock her up, lock her up, 

Close the gates and lock her up, 

My fair lady. 

Engine Engine Number Nine

Engine, engine, number nine, 

Going down Chicago line. 

If the train falls off the track, 
Do you want your money back? 

(Pick yes or no)



        (No) 




             (Yes)



N-O spells No




   Y-E-S spells Yes


You don't get your money back  

   You shall have your money back


*This song is very easily played on the piano using only the black keys.  Start on a group of two black keys and walk your way up syllable by syllable for the first line, then climb down for the second, back up for the third, and down for the last line.  But, on the last line, play “mon-ey back” all on F# (the far left note in the groups of three).  Stay on this note for each syllable in the first line of N-O/Y-E-S, but then for the last line climb down from the top again like you did for the fourth line of the song, ending on the F# again.  

Favorite

My Favorite Things — The Sound of Music

Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens
Bright copper kettles and warm woolen mittens
Brown paper packages tied up with strings
These are a few of my favorite things

Cream colored ponies and crisp apple strudels
Doorbells and sleigh bells and schnitzel with noodles
Wild geese that fly with the moon on their wings
These are a few of my favorite things

Girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes
Snowflakes that stay on my nose and eyelashes
Silver white winters that melt into springs
These are a few of my favorite things

When the dog bites
When the bee stings
When I'm feeling sad
I simply remember my favorite things
And then I don't feel so bad 

*I heard a horrible rendition of this done in Japanese Jazz so I think they are familiar with the song.

Boom de-ah-da

Original:






My Version:

I love the mountains, 





I love the mountains, 

I love the fireflies 





I love the fireflies, 

I love the fountains, when 




I love the fountains, and

the skys are grey





all the daffodils.

boom de-ah-da





Boom-de.-ah-da

boom de-ah-da





Boom-de-ah-da

boom de-ah-da





Boom-de-ah-da

boom de-ah-da





Boom-de-ah-da

BOOM!






BOOM!

*Replace the underlined words with the target vocab.  Ex/ I love mom, I love dad, etc.  or I love the penguins, I love the elephants, etc.   I've done this with just about every theme I've taught.

DAYS OF THE WEEK 

(For listening and then either joining in or doing an action on cue words. )

Monday, Monday – Mamas and the Papas

Monday Monday, so good to me,
Monday Monday, it was all I hoped it would be
Oh Monday morning, Monday morning couldn't guarantee
That Monday evening you would still be here with me.

Monday Monday, can't trust that day,
Monday Monday, sometimes it just turns out that way
Oh Monday morning, you gave me no warning of what was to be
Oh Monday Monday, how you could leave and not take me.

Every other day, every other day,
Every other day of the week is fine, yeah
But whenever Monday comes, but whenever Monday comes
You can find me cryin' all of the time

Monday Monday, so good to me,
Monday Monday, it was all I hoped it would be
Oh Monday morning, Monday morning couldn't guarantee
That Monday evening you would still be here with me.

Every other day, every other day,
Every other day of the week is fine, yeah
But whenever Monday comes, but whenever Monday comes
You can find me cryin' all of the time

Monday Monday, ... 

Ruby Tuesday — The Rolling Stones

She would never say where she came from
Yesterday don't matter if it's gone
While the sun is bright
Or in the darkest night
No one knows
She comes and goes


Chorus:
Goodbye, Ruby Tuesday
Who could hang a name on you? 
When you change with every new day
Still I'm gonna miss you...

Don't question why she needs to be so free
She'll tell you it's the only way to be
She just can't be chained
To a life where nothings gained
And nothings lost
At such a cost

There's no time to lose, I heard her say
Catch your dreams before they slip away
Dying all the time
Lose your dreams
And you will lose your mind.
Ain't life unkind? 

Repeat Chorus

Wednesday – Big Lights, Big City Soundtrack

Middle of the week day
Everybody on their way somewhere
You wanna go somewhere, too
But you’ve absolutely nothing to do
And every other person has a job except you
And every other person has a life except you
Isn’t that depressing, baby?
Whoop do do do do
Wednesday
Middle of the week day
You got your Tuesdays and your Thursdays
Your Saturdays and your Sundays
Your Mondays and your Fridays, your Fridays
Your weekends, see the point that I am making
Is that all the days are taken
Except the one right in the middle of this
Freaky, whack-a-diddle of a week
So to speak, well, that’s right
Wednesdays are all mine
Uncut Peruvian flake, the closest you get to God these days

You May Be Right — Billy Joel

Friday night I crashed your party
Saturday I said I'm sorry
Sunday came and trashed me out again
I was only having fun
Wasn't hurting anyone
And we all enjoyed the weekend for a change

Ive been stranded in the combat zone
I walked through Bedford Stuy alone
Even rode my motorcycle in the rain
And you told me not to drive
But I made it home alive
So you said that only proves that I'm insane


CHORUS:
You may be right
I may be crazy
But it just may be a lunatic you're looking for
Turn out the light
Don't try to save me
You may be wrong for all I know
But you may be right

Remember how I found you there
Alone in your electric chair
I told you dirty jokes until you smiled
You were lonely for a man
I said take me as I am
cause you might enjoy some madness for awhile

Now think of all the years you tried to
Find someone to satisfy you
I might be as crazy as you say
If I'm crazy then its true
That its all because of you
And you wouldn't want me any other way

REPEAT CHORUS

You may be right
I may be crazy
But it just may be a lunatic you're looking for
Turn out the light
Don't try to save me
You may be wrong for all I know
But you may be right
You may be wrong but you may be right
You may be wrong but you may be right 

One Week – Bare Naked Ladies

It's been one week since you looked at me,
Cocked your head to the side and said, “I'm angry.”
Five days since you laughed at me,
Saying get that together come back and see me.
Three days since the living room.
I realized it's all my fault, but couldn't tell you
Yesterday you'd forgiven me,
But it'll still be two days till I say I'm sorry.

Hold it now and watch the hoodwink,
As I make you stop, think.
You'll think you're looking at Aquaman.
I summon fish to the dish, although I like the Chalet Swiss
I like the sushi 'cause its never touched a frying pan.
Hot like wasabe when I bust rhymes,
Big like LeAnn Rimes,
Because I'm all about value.
Bert Kaempferts got the mad hits,
You try to match wits,
You try to hold me but I bust through.
Gonna make a break and take a fake
I'd like a stinkin' achin' shake
I like vanilla, it's the finest of the flavors.
Gotta see the show, cause then you'll know
The vertigo is gonna grow
Cause its so dangerous, you'll have to sign a waiver.


CHORUS:
How can I help it if I think you're funny when you're mad,
Trying hard not to smile though I feel bad.
I'm the kind of guy who laughs at a funeral,
Can't understand what I mean? 
Well, you soon will.
I have a tendency to wear my mind on my sleeve.
I have a history of taking off my shirt.

It's been one week since you looked at me
Threw your arms in the air and said, “You're crazy.”
Five days since you tackled me.
I've still got the rug burns on both my knees.
It's been three days since the afternoon.
You realized it's not my fault not a moment too soon.
Yesterday you'd forgiven me,
And now I sit back and wait till you say you're sorry.

Chickity China the Chinese chicken
You have a drumstick and your brain stops tickin'.
Watchin' X-files with no lights on, 

were dans la maison.
I hope the Smoking Man's in this one.
Like Harrison Ford I'm getting frantic,
Like Sting I'm tantric,
Like Snickers, guaranteed to satisfy.
Like Kurasawa I make mad films,
Okay I don't make films,
But if I did they'd have a samurai.
Gonna get a set of better clubs
Gonna find the kind with tiny nubs just so my
Irons aren't always flying off the back-swing.
Gotta get in tune with Sailor Moon
'Cause that cartoon has got the boom anime babes
That make me think the wrong thing

REPEAT CHORUS

It's been one week since you looked at me,
Dropped your arms to your sides and said, “I'm sorry.”
Five days since I laughed at you
And said, “You just did just what I thought you were gonna do.”
Three days since the living room.
We realized we're both to blame, but what could we do? 
Yesterday you just smiled at me.
‘Cause it'll still be two days till we say were sorry.
It'll still be two days till we say were sorry.
It'll still be two days till we say were sorry.
Birchmount stadium, home of the Robbie. 

*They get excited when they can recognize words in a song that goes this fast.

SEASONS

Schools Out For Summer – Alice Cooper

Well we got no choice, all the girls and boys 
Makin' all that noise, 'cause they found new toys 
Well we can't salute ya, can't find a flag 
If that don't suit ya, that's a drag 
School's out for summer 
School's out forever 
School's been blown to pieces 

No more pencils, no more books 
No more teacher's dirty looks 

Well we got no class and we got no principles 
And we got no innocence we can't even think of a word that rhymes 
School's out for summer 
School's out forever 
School's been blown to pieces 

No more pencils, no more books 
No more teacher's dirty looks 
Out for summer, out till fall 
We might not go back at all 
School's out forever
School's out for summer 
School's out with fever 
School's out completely 

*This one is more of a seasonal song and so maybe a bit of a stretch, but fun for summer break

You’ve Got a Friend – James Taylor

When you're down and troubled
And you need a helping hand
And nothing, whoa nothing is going right.
Close your eyes and think of me
And soon I will be there
To brighten up even your darkest nights.


CHORUS:
You just call out my name,
And you know wherever I am
I'll come running, (oh yeah baby)
To see you again.
Winter, spring, summer, or fall,
All you have to do is call
And I'll be there, yeah, yeah, yeah.
You've got a friend.

If the sky above you
Should turn dark and full of clouds
And that old north wind should begin to blow
Keep your head together and call my name out loud
And soon I will be knocking upon your door.


REPEAT CHORUS

Hey, ain't it good to know that you've got a friend? 
People can be so cold.
They'll hurt you and desert you.
Well they'll take your soul if you let them.
Oh yeah, but don't you let them.

You just call out my name and you know wherever I am
I'll come running to see you again.
Oh babe, don't you know that,
Winter spring summer or fall,
Hey now, all you've got to do is call.
Lord, I'll be there, yes I will.
You've got a friend.
You've got a friend.
Ain't it good to know you've got a friend.
Ain't it good to know you've got a friend.
You've got a friend.  

SONGS TO REVIEW GRAMMAR POINTS

Personal/Possessive Pronouns:

Cookie Jar Song

Teacher: Who stole the cookie from the cookie jar? 

Class:
     X      stole the cookie from the cookie jar.  

   X  : Who me?  

Class: Yes you! 

   X  : Couldn't be! 

Class: Then who? 

   X  : __Y__ stole the cookie from the cookie jar.  

  Y   : Who me? 

Class: Yes You!

  Y   : Couldn't be!

Class: Then who?? 

 (repeat until bored)

Barney Song

I love you, 

You love me, 

We're a happy family. 

With a great big hug

and a kiss from me to you

Now I know you love me too.  

*We all know better versions of this song (:P), but this is still probably the most appropriate one to teach.  If you can stomach it, it works well for pronoun practice if you have them point to “you” and  “me”.  The other actions are a bit embarrassing for the kids unless they are young kids or all the same gender.  My kids like to hug-wrestle each other and then blow a kiss idea (done best when administered as a  loud smacking sound).  

I like... 

1) My name is Anna and I like Apples.

2) Her name is Anna and she likes Apples.  My name is Jake and I like Jelly.  

3) Her name is Anna and she likes Apples.  His name is Jake and he likes Jelly.  My name is Carla and I like Cake.  Etc.  

*This is an easier version of I'm bringing ___ to the party or I saw a __ at the zoo.  But the other version can also be useful, if they aren't too difficult.  

(See “He's Got the Whole World” 17-18 )

We are the Champions — Queen

We are the champions, my friend

And we'll keep on fighting, 'til the end

We are the champions, 

We are the champions, 

No time for losing, 

'Cuz we are the champions, 

dut dut dah... Of the world! 

Did you?

Down By the Bay

Chorus:

Down by the bay, 

Where the watermelon grow, 

Back to my home, 

I dare not go.  

For if I do, 

My mother will say: 

Verse 1:



Verse 2:


   

“Did you ever see a fly

“Did you ever see a moose
   

Wearing a tie?”


Kissing a goose?

    

Down by the bay. 


Down by the Bay.

Verse 3: 



Verse 4:

“Did you ever see a whale

“Did you ever see some llamas

with a polka dot tale?”

Eating pajamas?”

Down by the bay.


Down by the bay.

Last Verse:

“Did you ever have a time

When yo couldn't make a rhyme?”

Down by the bay.

*This could work well with teaching students about rhymes and making their own lyrics.

*Other verses sometimes used: did you ever see a bear, combing his hair?  Did you ever see a bee with a sunburned knee.  

SONG AND DANCE FAVORITES

*I'm not going to bother with the lyrics, as the actions and melodies are more important. This list is more just a reminder of songs you already know that you can use to teach as filler songs or something.  One of my schools wanted me to teach American songs for the whole period, and I knew that the kids wouldn't be able to remember the lyrics to anything so I did a song, dance, and cheer theme instead and included some of these.  It was a lot of fun.

Y-M-C-A -- The Village People

Chicken Dance (nana nana nana na...)

The Train (Quad City DJ's – C'Mon 'N Ride the Train)

Macarena – Los Del Rio

Hand Jive (“Born to Hand Jive” - Grease) 

Twist and Shout – The Beatles

Limbo — Chubby Checker 

Twist – Chubby Checker

Electric Slide – Marcia Griffiths

Cha Cha Slide – DJ Casper

Mashed Potato/Monster Mash-- Bobby Pickett and the Crypt Kickers (for Halloween)

Jump Rope Rhymes/Clapping Games

*All can be used as jump rope rhymes, but additional methods are also mentioned.  

Miss Susie Had a Steamboat

*Hand clapping song, usually two person.  Works with most hand clap routines. 

Miss Susie had a steamboat, 
the steamboat had a bell. 
Miss Susie went to heaven, 
the steamboat went to 
Hell-o operator.  

Please give me number nine, 
and if you disconnect me 
I'll chop off your  
behind the refrigerator, 

there was a piece of glass. 
Miss Susie sat upon it, 

and cut her little 
as-k me no more questions, 
Tell me no more lies. 
The boys are in the bathroom, 

zipping up their 
flies are in the meadow, 
the bees are in the park. 
Miss Susie and her boyfriend,

 are kissing in the



 * D-A-R-K.   D-A-R-K.
     


DARK,  DARK,  DARK







    Dark is like a movie, 











a movie's like a show. 





A show is like a TV screen,

 

and that is all 



I know I know my ma. 
I know I know my pa. 
I know I know my sister with the alligator bra.  

*These lines can be omitted.  Partners clap three times fast on the second line using both hands.

Miss Susie Had a Baby

Miss Susie had a baby,

She named him Tiny Tim.

She put him in the bathtub, 

To see if he could swim. 

He drank up all the water, 

He ate up all the soap. 

He tried to eat the bathtub, 

But it wouldn’t go down his throat. 

Miss Susie called the doctor, 

Miss Susie called the nurse, 

Miss Susie called the lady,

With the alligator purse. 

In came the doctor, 

In came the nurse, 

In came the lady,

With the alligator purse.

Mumps said the doctor, 

Measles said the nurse, 

Hiccups said the lady, 

With the alligator purse. 

Miss Susie punched the doctor, 

Miss Susie kicked the nurse, 

Miss Susie thanked the lady 

With the alligator purse.

*add the verse about medicine and pizza and stuff.  Change thanked to paid?

Miss Mary Mack 

*2 person clapping game.  Clap three times with both hands against your partners on the repeated words, single cross claps for everything else.  Hard to explain without showing.  

Miss Mary Mack, Mack, Mack

All dressed in black, black, black

With silver buttons, buttons, buttons

All down her back, back, back

She asked her mother, mother, mother

For fifty cents, cents, cents

To see the elephant, elephant, elephant

Jump the fence, fence fence

They jumped so high, high, high  

They touched the sky, sky, sky  

And didn't come back, back, back  

Till the fourth of July, July, July

CATCHY SONGS – No Clear Theme

Ring Around the Rosie

Original:






My lame Japanese version:

Ring around the rosie, 




Ring around the rice fields, 

Pockets full of posey, 




Pockets full of Pokey, 

Ashes, Ashes, we all fall down!



Mushi, Mushi, we all fall down!

*Do while walking in a circle.

We will Rock You — Queen

Buddy you're a boy make a big noise
Playin' in the street gonna be a big man some day
You got mud on yo face
You big disgrace
Kickin' your can all over the place

We will we will rock you
We will we will rock you

Buddy you're a young man hard man
Shoutin' in the street gonna take on the world some day
You got blood on yo face
You big disgrace
Wavin' your banner all over the place

We will we will rock you
We will we will rock you

Buddy you're an old man poor man
Pleadin' with your eyes gonna make you some peace some day

You got mud on your face
You big disgrace
Somebody better put you back in your place

We will we will rock you
We will we will rock you 

*The sports guys at my school are obsessed with trying to learn this song, and they thought it was the coolest thing ever that I knew all the lyrics.  They already knew the chorus and actions.   

Shake, Rattle And Roll – Bill Haley and the Hornets

Get out in that kitchen and rattle those pots and pans. 
Get out in that kitchen and rattle those pots and pans. 
Well roll my breakfast 'cause I'm a hungry man. 

Chorus:
I said shake rattle and roll. 
I said shake rattle and roll. 
I said shake rattle and roll. 
I said shake rattle and roll. 
Well you'll never do nothin' 
To save your doggone soul. 

Wearin' those dresses your hair done up so nice. 
Wearin' those dresses your hair done up so nice. 
You look so warm but your heart is cold as ice. 

Repeat Chorus 

Found A Peanut

Found a peanut, found a peanut 
Found a peanut last night 
Last night I found a peanut 
Found a peanut last night

It was rotten, it was rotten 
It was rotten last night 
Last night it was rotten 
It was rotten last night

Ate it anyway, ate it anyway 
Ate it anyway last night 
Last night I ate it anyway 
Ate it any way last night

Got a tummy ache, got a tummy ache 
Got a tummy ache last night 
Last night I got a tummy ache 
Got a tummy ache last night

Went to the hospital, went to the hospital 
Went to the hospital last night 
Last night I went to the hospital 
Went to the hospital last night

Died anyway, died anyway 
Died anyway last night 
Last night I died anyway 
Died anyway last night

INDEX BY SONG TITLE:
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