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Effective Use of the Textbook –
Using Supplementary Materials.
Brief Outline:
1) Why supplement textbooks?

2) When to supplement textbooks.

3) How to supplement textbooks

4) How not to supplement textbooks
5) Top tips

Presenters: Amanda Wraight and Ikue Suzuki, Tomiya Senior High School

Moderator: Derek Tribe, Motoyshi Hibiki Senior High School 
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1) Why supplement textbooks (TBs)?

a) TBs often focus on right or wrong answers; you can give work which lets students give a variety of answers and express their opinions.

b) TBs can be dry or dull – you can make things more fun, for example add or change dialogues, etc.
c) TBs can be repetitive – every subject is often covered in the same way – you can add variety.



d) TBs can be out of date/ lack current references – you can add things more relevant to your students (e.g. pop groups, technology, manga characters)
e) TBs can be culturally stuck in one English speaking country or even in Japanese English – we can bring the variety of our own culture (that’s our job!).
f) TBs can be much too easy or too hard – you and your JTE will have a better idea of your students’ abilities.
g) TBs often don’t address different learning styles. Oral Communication lessons can be all listening exercises – get students doing/ reading/ speaking/ listening/ writing, otherwise some of them won’t be learning at all.
h) TBs may cover topics not relevant to your students now – e.g. what to say at airport customs – you may need to add or change topics.
i) TBs can sometimes cover things too briefly – they don’t know what your students did at junior high school so you may need to expand the topic to explain things more thoroughly.
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2) When to supplement TBs?
a) Extra resources are useful to reinforce vocabulary so the best time to use them is for warm-ups/ introductions and/or homework (I often use homework for the next lesson’s warm up)
b) When important topics are missed out (see h above)– you may need to add a whole lesson which isn’t covered in the text book – check with teachers first 



3) How to supplement TBs?

What to use?

a) Realia?  –choose it carefully, 
· maps can be useful
· pictures from magazines are great (e.g. Steve Coogan)
· your own photographs 

· postcards from home or other countries

· food (but is it educational…?)
b) Other TBs – look around the staff room or ask other ALTs what books they have and if you can copy a chapter or two. If you attend teaching seminars or book fairs, you can often pick up books for free. 
c) Any other books you find – (e.g. 101 Word Games, George P. McCallum) or kids’ picture books can be good for simple pictures if you have no clip art.
d) SHS Ideas Handbook – like having a huge pile of previous ALTs sitting on your desk, giving you their best lessons – never throw the old ones away!
e) Resource Materials & Teaching Handbook – lots of information on other countries etc

f) Mailing lists – e.g. mjets/ETJ (English Teachers of Japan) – you can ask questions or just soak up the information provided by others.
g) Websites – collect good ones passed on by others – the ones attached I have collected over the year (see below), though I haven’t used them all personally.
4) How not to supplement TBs
When it can go wrong (pitfalls)…
a) Realia – check it and get it checked carefully first, preferably by your JTE. It can be very culturally or age bound (e.g. fast food menus) – don’t assume that the students (or your JTE) will understand. Songs and TV programmes can be especially problematic.
b) You can make a lot of work for yourself – typing, compiling, photocopying etc.
c) Do your teachers understand how you will use it without the Japanese explanations the TBs give?
d) Do your students understand without a Japanese explanation?

e) If you don’t use the textbook enough, students may get annoyed as they have paid good money for it.



5) Top tips…

· Plan well in advance – you may change your mind many times or realise something won’t work.
· Speak to your teachers – ask them if they think the students will understand your extra resources and take their advice!
· Save copies of everything, on disk and hard copy if possible, and file them in some kind of order so you know where they are when you need them again.
· Leave copies for your successor, with the lesson plan or an explanation attached so they know how to use them, otherwise they could be useless.
· Don’t cut up original realia – excellent quality photocopies can be made at any ‘conbini’ – you never know when you will need it again.
· Try to have some input in the choosing of next year’s TB if they are changed, or suggest they should be if they are really limiting your lessons.
· Remember that TBs are your friend, not your mother. Rely on them for help but you don’t have to follow everything they say!
Ridiculously long list of web resources

General resources:

http://www.englishrescue.com
http://www.c-english.com/jetlounge
http://teachingactivities.pbwiki.com
http://www.geocities.com/sendaialts
http://www.eltnews.com/ETJ
http://www.britishcouncil.org/languageassistant.htm
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http://school.discovery.com/
http://www.eslcafe.com/
http://bogglesworld.com/ 




http://www.esl-lounge.com/
http://iteslj.org/links/
http://sitesforteachers.com/index.html
http://www.eslcity.com/english/
Games, activities:

http://edochan.com/teaching/monkeys.htm
http://www.geocities.com/athens/delphi/1979/games.html
http://members.tripod.com/~ESL4Kids/games.html
http://genkienglish.net/gamemenu.htm
http://www.edufind.com/english/grammar/
http://www.usingenglish.com/handouts/
Puzzlemakers:
http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/
http://www.edhelper.com/puzzles.htm
http://www.puzzle-maker.com/CW/
Listening activities:

http://elllo.org
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/index.shtml
Pictures, clip art:

http://www.clipart.com/en/

http://star.nigaoes.com/gallery.htm
http://kues.educ.kumamoto-u.ac.jp/~fuzoku/EIKAIWA/index.htm
http://www.barrysclipart.com/index.html 
http://tell.fll.purdue.edu/JapanProj/FLClipart/default.html
http://www.christianet.com/freeclipart/index.htm 
http://www.1clipart.com/
http://www.aaaclipart.com/
http://cd.emb.gov.hk/it_2003/en/resources_clipart.htm 
http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/cartoons/zoo.html
http://www.dltk-kids.com/
http://cp.c-ij.com/english/worldclipart/index.html
http://www.flags.net/index.php
http://www.school-clip-art.com/
http://classroomclipart.com/cgi-bin/kids/imageFolio.cgi
http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/
http://www.webshots.com/g/
http://www.nvtech.com/downloads/index.html
http://genkienglish.net/gamesreaders.htm#famous
http://www.hellasmultimedia.com/webimages/default.htm
http://www.aminet.or.jp/~yasu/illustrations/index.htm



Specific resources:
http://www.banknotes.com/images.htm
http://www.abcteach.com/directory/basics/flashcards/emotions/
http://www.whychristmas.com
http://www.simplyscripts.com
http://www.kyoto-su.ac.jp/information/famous/ (lots of info on famous Japanese people)

http://www.pocketmovies.net/index.php
http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/bingo/
http://www.friendscafe.org/scripts.shtml (scripts from ‘friends’)

http://www.script-o-rama.com/
http://www.eslnotes.com/







