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Some Vocabulary for Fun Sentences
	Japanese
	Romaji
	English
	Japanese
	Romaji
	English

	触ります

殴ります
楽しめます

なでます

なめます

振ります

踏みます
叩きます

壊します
投げます

挟みます
	Sawarimasu
Nagurimasu

Tanoshimimasu

Nademasu

Namemasu

Furimasu 

Fumimasu

Tatakimasu

Kowashimasu

Nagemasu

Hasamimasu
	Touch
Punch

Enjoy

Stroke

Lick

Shake

Tread on

Slap

Break
Throw

Sandwich
	ジジ

ババ

パチンコ

腰

足

尻

猿

額
パソコン
彼氏

指
	Jiji
Baba

Pachinko

Koshi

Ashi

Shiri

Saru

Hitai

Pasokon
Kareshi

Yubi
	Old lady
Old man

Pachinko

Hip

Leg

Bum

Monkey

Forehead

Computer
Boyfriend

Finger


PART I


“Create and Use” Activity

Speaking a language is a skill and like any skill it is best learnt by using it. This activity cuts explanation and practice (repeat after me etc.) time to a minimum and gives the students plenty of time to create and use their own English. Getting the students to create their own English makes the class more relevant and enjoyable. This activity can be taught easily by a single teacher but works better the more teachers you have, as each teacher’s time is used fully helping and correcting students (making it ideal for Team Teaching). By altering the content and duration the activity can be adapted to meet the goals of a particular class. As such it can work very well as a ten minute warm up (Write questions and then interview). If time allows or for homework, a report element can be added to practice the 3rd person and other grammar points. The demonstrated lesson can be adapted easily to teach past and future tenses and with a little bit of thought essentially the same activity can be used to teach any grammar point that can be put into a question format.
The activity requires a little thought but almost no preparation time, allowing it to be used on the spur of the moment. Bringing blank paper is not even required if you get the students to use their notebooks. The activity combines all the 4 skill areas getting the students to use real communicative English. Also by setting a target of more questions than even the high level students should be able to produce in that time, lower level students can partake in the activity without having to make anyone wait. Thus all the students are kept busy using English throughout the activity, and during the interview (and possibly the writing) stage the higher level students can help the lower level ones.
Notes
A major problem with the activity is the amount of time spent writing. Ideally as much class time as possible should be spent speaking seeing as there is little chance to do so outside of class. However the writing stage allows you to check and correct students progress and understanding while giving you a chance to communicate with them on a one on one basis. 

Areas that a lot of students are making mistakes on can be clarified at once by stopping the class and explaining it to them. 
The following link contains worksheets using the “Create and use” format but restricted to particular grammar points contained in the old New Horizon books. 
http://www/c-english.com/jhs.html
“Create and Use” Lesson Plan for Teaching English Question Structure

Write up “You are a teacher.”
Ask “how do you read this?” Confirm with “repeat after me.”
Check meaning with “What does this mean in English?” 

Ask “How do you make this into a question?”
Write up the answer “Are you a teacher?” and get them to read it.

Next write up and do the same for “He can play basketball.”, “We like pizza.” and “She speaks Japanese.”. 
Check understanding of difference between “do you” and “are you” questions.
Give out blank paper. Get the students to fold it in half and write question numbers 1 to 10 on one side.

Tell the students to make 10 yes/no questions. Help students.
Once the lower level students have one or two questions you can start the interview stage. Model the interview. Explain students must get signatures from those they interview.

Students move around freely asking questions from their list to each other. 

After about 10 minutes tell the students to “Stop and sit down”.
Introduce “What/Where etc.” question words. Show how you can combine them with Yes/No questions.
Tell the students to turn over their paper and make 10 not yes/no questions.

Interview as before.

If there is time the students can write reports in the 3rd person e.g. “Yuki plays tennis”.

PART II 

Studying Japanese
“So you’ve been in Japan a long time, you must speak good Japanese?”
Tips on Studying Japanese

As mentioned above, languages are skills and as such they need to be used to be learned. It is important to bear this in mind as much when studying as when teaching. 

Here is some general advice.

· Immerse yourself in Japanese. Put your mobile phone and computer in Japanese. Write memos in Japanese. Watch Japanese TV and movies.
· Use Japanese at every possible opportunity. Everyone is a potential teacher. What do you want to know? Ask your students and colleagues.
· When you want to say something in Japanese, ask someone how to say it. If there is no-one around, write it down and ask later.
· Set goals. For example performing in a speech contest, being able to read a particular book or manga, having a phone conversation or passing the JLPT, Kanken, JETRO or J-TEST.
In particular, here are some things that have worked for me.

· TV alarm. Hearing the news every morning in Japanese can really improve ones listening skills. Difficulty level varies with each channel.
· Textbooks for grammar. Important for getting to grips with the backbone of the language. Save time by skipping drills that are too easy.
· Friends you speak Japanese with. The closer the better. Get involved; sports, music, theatre, whatever takes your fancy.

· Heisig to teach you how to write Kanji and break them down into their radicals. Use flashcards. Kanji get easier the more you know.
Useful Links: There is a huge resource of material on the net here are a few recommended sites.
http://www.yookoso.com/index.php
Can send daily JLPT grammar and or Kanji to your k-tei
http://contest.thinkquest.jp/tqj1999/20190/
Comprehension passages and questions of varying difficulty with quick links to the relevant vocab and grammar.

http://www.chuobunkyo.jp/japanese.php
Excellent Kanji learning software. Mimics your retention by testing the kanji you don’t know yet or may have forgotten over time.

http://www.kanjiclinic.com/reviewheisigwiig.htm
Contains link for the first 125 pages of Heisig’s “Remembering the Kanji”.

http://mixi.jp/
Japanese My Space. Create a profile and make friends (Japanese only).

http://n-lab.kir.jp/library/mondaidb/index.html
Excellent site testing JLPT vocab and grammar (Japanese only).

http://www.manythings.org/japanese/links/
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/dongminl/JLCResources.htm
Don’t see anything you like? These 2 pages have summaries of and links to about every other useful Japanese related site on the web.
