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MEXT ACTION PLAN AND THE STEP (EIKEN) TEST

Most ALTs work with that component of English Education dubbed mainly as “Oral Communication”, the view being that, as native speakers, we have more to contribute in assisting students achieve “practical communication abilities”.  According to the document Regarding the Establishment of an Action Plan to Cultivate “Japanese with English Abilities” published by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports Science and Technology in March 2003:

Junior High School Level

“On graduation from a junior high school, students can conduct basic communication with regard to areas such as greetings, responses, or topics relating to daily life. (English-language abilities for graduates should be the third level of the Society for Testing English Proficiency (STEP) on average.)”
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Able to understand elementary English on matters related to oneself, family, and friends. Able to handle easy daily conversation.
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The successful examinee is:
 1) Able to hold a simple conversation about matters of daily life (make and reply to greetings, introduce someone, make purchases, etc.).
 2) Able to read simple materials （letters, signboards, notices, etc.).
 3) Able to write about oneself in elementary English


Senior High School Level
“On graduation from a senior high school, students can conduct normal communication with regard to topics, for example, relating to daily life. (English-language abilities for graduates should be the second level or the pre-second level of the Society for Testing English Proficiency (STEP) on average.)”
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Possesses the basic ability to cope with simple matters concerning daily life in English. Able to communicate in limited circumstances if visiting or living overseas. Able to exchange general information about oneself in simple English.
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The successful examinee is:
 1) Able to converse about common daily topics (make simple conversation on the telephone, leave messages, etc.).
 2) Able to read materials about common everyday topics (simple news articles, letters, pamphlets, etc.).
 3) Able to write about common, everyday topics.
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	Able to understand and use English well enough for everyday needs and situations. Able to communicate if visiting or living overseas.
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The successful examinee is:
 1) Able to converse about basic matters of daily life (make simple explanations, conduct simple business by telephone, etc.).
 2) Able to read materials related to basic daily life (general newspaper and magazine articles, pamphlets, instructions, etc.).
 3) Able to write about basic matters of daily life.


MAIN PRINCIPLES TO FOLLOW IN MAKING ORAL COMMUNICATION HAPPEN

· Believe in your students (it’s all about them); understand your context and align your expectations to that context

· Design your lesson to include activities and techniques that stimulate speaking
· information gap activities
· student-student interaction
· activities that employ background knowledge and information
· create a candid atmosphere and promote heavy interaction)

· Set the tone early

· Heavy repetition of same material

· Have ‘practical’ motivation in the form of testing and consistent evaluation
· Provide adequate guidance and preparation time for students to complete activities
MY FAVOURITE WARM-UP ACTIVITIES
Kriss Kross:  At the point of greetings, rather than make students sit down, ask a few random questions.  Whichever student first volunteers the correct answer, can choose whether his/her row or column or ‘just me’ gets to sit down.

Ball and Box:  Circulate from separate ends of the classroom a ball and a box.  The box should contain random questions.  Play music while the circulation takes place and then stop the music randomly.  Whichever student has the box has to take out a question and read it.  The student with the ball answers.

Row Race:  Give students at the front of each row a noisy.  Have two students come to the front of the classroom.  The students ask questions from a prepared list.  The first person who knows the answer makes a noise.  The row in which the noisy tool gets the farthest back wins.

Snowballs:  Give each student a blank strip of paper.  Each one is to write a question of their choice on that strip of paper.  At the end of a minute of two making the question, they crush the paper and throw it into a box.  The papers are then redistributed randomly.  Students are chosen at random to either ask or respond to the question on the paper they got. 

THE TWENTY QUESTIONS + WHY!
:
SOME QUESTION WORDS are: How; How many/How much/How long; What; When; Where; etc; and Why.  You must know how to answer when someone asks you and also how to give a reason for your answer (WHY?) for some of these questions.

Here are some examples:

1. How was your weekend? - What did you do last weekend?

2. What do you do in your free time/on weekends/ after school everyday?

3. Where are you from?/Where is Mr. Meek from?

4. How are you?/What’s up?/How’s it going?

5. How often do you go shopping/go to club activities/etc.?

6. What is your favourite fast food restaurant?

7. What country do you want to visit?
8. Tell me something you like doing?

9. Tell me something you don’t like doing?

10. What is Mr. Muraoka wearing?

11. Where do you live?

12. How do you come to school?

13. How long does it take to come to school?

14. Who is your favourite teacher?

15. What is Kento/Atsuko like?/What are elephants like?

16. When is your birthday?
17. How many girlfriends/boyfriends do you have?

18. Which do you prefer, the city of the country/rock music or enka/horror or romance?

19. What club are you in?

20. What were you doing at 9:30 last night?

POTENTIAL DISCUSSION IDEAS/TOPICS
1. Show and Tell
2. Things I do in my free time
3. My favourite ~ (/band, place, thing, etc)

4. My family/school/hometown/country
5. The country (place) I want to visit
6. What I did during the spring, summer, winter vacation

7. My Dream/What I want to do in the future

For more about the MEXT Action Plan and Eiken, see the following websites:
MEXT Action Plan for English
http://www.mext.go.jp/english/topics/03072801.htm
About the STEP Test/EIKEN
http://www.eiken.or.jp/english/
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