Tips for Planning and Performing Self-Introductions
Andrew Clarke
GENERAL HINTS ‘N’ TIPS
· Enjoy it! This is the first time the kids will see you, and they will be hoping they may be able to have some fun in English classes with you. Don’t worry too much or make it too serious, they won’t enjoy the intro class if you don’t, but they probably will if you do too!  

· Plan and prepare well (you have the time so no excuses) and the class will run much smoother, be much more effective and of course be much less daunting. 

CONTENT
· Think about the content you going to include in the presentation. It should include both personal information and information about your home country. 

· Personal information to generally include should be your: 

· Name (make them practice repeating it aloud together if it’s a tricky name) 

· Country (use a world map if you can)
· Age (write the numbers on the blackboard)
· Hobbies (use lots of gestures to help communicate the sports you like)
· Family members (show an enlarged color family photo)
· Pets (show a photo or maybe print a picture of a similar animal of the internet)
· Favourite food (use pictures to support your words)! 
· Any musical instrument you play (again, use gestures/pictures to help communicate)
· Anything else you want to add (for example I can bend my arm around like this!?!)
If you like something Japanese like sushi, hello kitty, K1 fighting championships, playstation2 or even just owned a Toyota etc, it is probably much more interesting to Japanese people than you think!! (Height and blood-type may also be of interest to them as you may find out at the question time at the end).
· Information of your home Country to consider including could be:
· Where is it on a big world map? (ask students to try point it out first!)
· How many people are there in the country? (write a number on the board)

· How many hours did it take to fly to Tokyo? (spread your arms like a plane)
· Colours and design of your national flag. 
· What languages do you speak there? (teach them to say hello in another language)
· Popular/Traditional music. (show pictures of instruments/artists while playing a CD)
· Popular national sports. (show pictures of the sports & global sporting celebrities)
· Popular/Traditional Food. 

· Wild/Common Animals.

· Money used there. 

· Weather (when writing temperatures on board, use degrees Celsius).  

PRESENTATION
· S-P-E-A-K  S-L-O-W-L-Y! This is not as easy as you think and needs practice to come naturally. Practice aloud at the appropriate pace before you do your first class.
· Use many pauses, at times counting internally to three before continuing.  
· Repeat yourself regularly, using the same words and same simple sentence structure, to allow more students to realize what you are saying. 
· Use simple English, both simple words, and short sentences! As this is unnatural it is best to prepare by writing a script first paying particular attention to using short sentences and easy vocabulary. Try to speak without using and/but/or/if/muliticlause sentences.   
VISUAL AIDS
· Maps and flags
· Photographs, Postcards, Tourist Brochures (can make great posters by enlarging and colour photocopying your materials at any convenience store)! 
· Native Money

· Pictures drawn or printed off the internet/clipart (food, sports, musical instruments etc).

· Real Objects (CD’s, DVD’s, clothes, boomerangs, instruments, sports equipments, even foods like chocolate or potatoes)  
GAMES AND ACTIVITES
· Try keeping the class as interactive as possible, involving the kids so as not to let it turn into a boring lecture in a difficult foreign language. 
· You can do this even just by simply asking the class to raise their hands if they like something after you say you like something. “I like ….., do you like ……?” They will appreciate the interest you show in them! 

· The most simple type of activity (though probably the least fun) is a simple work sheet/multiple choice test at the end. Try find/make some small culture related prizes as incentives for “winners”! 

· Use your imagination & come up with a fun game to let them demonstrate if they have listened to/understood what you have told them about yourself & your country. 
Ganbatte!

